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The Ukrainian Catlf olic Church In The Light 
Of Contemporary Ecclesiology 

The Church is a mystery which cannot be defined, it has 
been represented by many literary images and expressions. The 
best-known are "Body of Christ." "Mystical Body of Christ," 
Kingdom of Heaven" or "Kingdom of God,·· "People of God," 
"Bride of Christ," etc. The multitude of terms proves only too 
well that the mystery of the Church is greater than any existing 
term or concept. 1 Pope Pius XI I, in his famous encyclical Mystici 
Corporis Christi, clearly stated that the Church is the visible Mys­ 
tical Body of Christ. ' The organic and hierarchical constitution 
of the Mystical Body exhibits an external nature and visibllitv - for 
the Church uses visible means of sanctification, the Sacraments 
and sacramentals. Besides this the Mystical Body of Christ is 
composed of visible, individual members. The head of the Mys­ 
tical Body was a visible God-man, Jesus Christ. Thus, all the 
theological currents which had been stressing the purely spiritual 
and invisible view of the Church were clearly rejected by PiusXI I. 

In the wake of this encyclical, many theologians and com­ 
mentators started explaining the nature of the Church in juridical, 
strongly monarchial and hierarchical terms.• Neither Pope Pius XII 
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nor these theologians had developed any clear idea of the local, 
autonomous, or particular Church. In their juridical vision they 
saw only individual Christian communities, whether Latin or Orien­ 
tal, from which one, holy, catholic, apostolic and Roman Church 
was composed, and which were ruled by Christ through the 
voice and power of their bishops. Each bishop was seen as a 
true doctor and shepherd of the flock entrusted to him, ruling it 
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